Winter 2023

Welcome To The Firefighters & Company FGU Newsletter

ANNUAL MEETING /e

Federal Credit Union

& DINNER DANCE

credit union’s success in 2023,

Satu rdCIy tickets are only

FebI‘UGry |7, 2024 $25 per person this year!

6 PM: Host Bar 7 PM: Dinner
8 PM: Meeting 9 PM: Dance

Presidential Banquet Center

4548 Presidential Way Enjoy a night out with dinner, dancing, door prizes and SO MUCH MORE!
Kettering, OH 45429 For Tickets Please Call: 937-228-1614

It’s time to celebrate...

Blll Pay

Get Started Now!

Firefighters & Company Federal Credit Union 338 S. Patterson Blvd. Dayton, OH 45402 e 937-228-1614 e Text 937-228-7963 ¢ ffcocu.org
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We wish
Happy Holidays
and a
Wonderful New Year

Home, Auto, MC, RV, Boat, Jewelry,

Business, Life, Group Health and
More!

3809 Wilmington Pike,
ROBERT K. Suite 100

P26}  Kettering, OH 45429
(937) 294-2600
INSURANCE dan.biedenharn@rkjonesins.com

Announcing additional coverage
for your deposit accounts!

ESi EXCESS SHARE
I INSURANCE

Additional insurance of up to $250,000
on your savings accounts is provided
by Excess Share Insurance Corporation,
a licensed insurance company.

<8 Member Services
SHETCEEV L E
Kasasa checking
Share certificates
Direct deposit
Payroll deduction

Money orders

._ VISA credit cards

Vehicle loans

l Personal loans

First mortgages

4l Second mortgages

HELOCs
Budget Counseling
Vehicle Service Contracts

=l GAP
“:§ ATM/Debit cards
. J H.A.L. 24-hour account access

Online applications
Wire transfer

Free notary public
Home banking

Bill pay

Mobile Apps

Remote Deposit Capture
Shared Branching

Auto Link

Texting Services

Important Telephone Numbers
Text
937-228-7963
VISA
1-833-217-8094
MasterCard
1-888-908-7835
H.A.L
1-800-285-2947

Holiday Closings

Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Day
Monday
January 15, 2024

President’s Day
Monday
February 19, 2024

Special Event
Annual Meeting
Saturday
February 17, 2024




Do you ever wonder where your money goes each month? Does it seem like you're never able to get ahead? If so, you may want

to establish a budget to help you Reep track of how you spend your money and help you reach your financial goals.

Examine your

financial goals

Before you establish a budget, you should
examine your financial goals. Start by making a
list of your short-term goals (e.g., new

car, vacation) and your long-term goals (e.g.,
your child's college education, retirement).
Next, ask yourself: How important is it for

me to achieve this goal? How much will | need
to save? Armed with a clear picture of your
goals, you can work toward

establishing a budget that can help you reach
them.

Identify your current
monthly income and
expenses

To develop a budget that is appropriate for
your lifestyle, you'll need to identify your
current monthly income and expenses. You can
jot the information down with a pen and
paper, or you can use one of the many
software programs available that are designed
specifically for this purpose.

Start by adding up all of your income. In
addition to your regular salary and wages, be
sure to include other types of income, such as
dividends, interest, and child support. Next,
add up all of your expenses. To see where you
have a choice in your spending, it

helps to divide them into two categories: fixed
expenses (e.g., housing, food, clothing,
transportation) and discretionary expenses
(e.g., entertainment, vacations, hobbies). You'll
also want to make sure that you have
identified any out-of-pattern expenses, such as
holiday gifts, car maintenance, home repair,
and so on.

To make sure that you're not forgetting
anything, it may help to look through
canceled checks, credit card bills, and
other receipts from the past year. Finally,
as you list your expenses, it is important to
remember your financial goals. Whenever
possible, treat your goals as expenses and
contribute toward them regularly.

Retirement takes

priority

Once you've added up all of your income and
expenses, compare the two totals. To get
ahead, you should be spending less than

you earn. If this is the case, you're on the right
track, and you need to look at how well you
use your extra income. If you find

yourself spending more than you earn, you'll
need to make some adjustments. Look at your
expenses closely and cut down on

your discretionary spending. And remember, if
you do find yourself coming up short, don't
worry! All it will take is some

determination and a little self-discipline, and
you'll eventually get it right.

Monitor your budget

You'll need to monitor your budget periodically
and make changes when necessary. But keep in
mind that you don't have to keep track of
every penny that you spend. In fact, the less
record keeping you have to do, the easier it will
be to stick to your budget.

Above all, be flexible. Any budget that is too
rigid is likely to fail. So be prepared for the
unexpected (e.g., leaky roof, failed car
transmission).

Tips to help you stay
on track

¢ Involve the entire family: Agree on a
budget up front and meet regularly to
check your progress

e Stay disciplined: Try to make
budgeting a part of your daily routine

e Start your new budget at a time
when it will be easy to follow and stick
with the plan (e.g., the beginning of
the year, as

opposed to right before the holidays)

e Find a budgeting system that fits
your needs (e.g., budgeting software)

* Distinguish between expenses that
are "wants" (e.g., designer shoes) and
expenses that are "needs" (e.g.,
groceries)

e Build rewards into your budget (e.g.,
eat out every other week)

* Avoid using credit cards to pay for
everyday expenses: It may seem like
you're spending less, but your credit
card debt will continue to increase

If you have any questions or if you
would like to
complimentary consultation , contact
our office at 937-866-0197.

schedule a
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HARRISON

Wealth Management Group, Ltd.

1700 Lyons Road, Suite D
Dayton, Ohio 45458
937-866-0197
www.HarrisonWealthManagementGroup.com

Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC, and are not insured by bank insurance, the FDIC or any other government agency, are not deposits or obligations of the bank, are not guaranteed by
the bank, and are subject to risks, including the possible loss of principal. Harrison Wealth Management Group, Ltd. and Firefighters & Company Federal Credit Union are not registered broker/dealers, and are independent of Raymond
James Financial Services. Investment Advisory Services offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Ine. This information, developed by an independent third party, has been obtained from sources considered to be
reliable, but Raymond James does not guarantee that the fﬁre%luing material is accurate or complete. This information is not a complete summary or statement of all available data necessary for making an investment decision and does not

constitute a recommendation. The information contained int

is report does not purport to be a complete description of the securities, markets, or developments referred to in this material. This information is not intended as a solicitation

or an offer to buy or sell any security referred to herein. Investments mentioned may not be suitable for all investors. The material is general in nature. Past performance may not be indicative of future results. Raymond James does not
provide advice on tax, legal or mortgage issues. These matters should be discussed with the appropriate professional.



Emailed Checks, ATM Skimmers and Quit Claim Deed Fraud

Several scams are on the rise. From
emailed checks, skimmers at ATMS and
fraudulent mortgage documents, the num-
ber of people who are trying to steal from
you, keeps increasing. Find out how to
protect yourself.

One of the latest scams is done through
email. Someone will contact you through
email, social media or through a bogus job
advertisement. The scammer sends you a
counterfeit check via email that appears to
be from a legitimate financial institution.
They may instruct you to print it out or send a computer image and deposit it through remote deposit capture.
If you receive an emailed check, be very cautious that it may be a scam. Please make sure to let us know if
you receive an emailed check before trying to deposit it.

Between Card Skimming, PIN overlays, and many more sophisticated attacks, ATMs continue to be target
locations for thieves trying to steal your money and card information. Skimmers at ATMs were just found at
a local credit union. Card Skimmers are placed over the card reader in order for thieves to steal your card in-
formation. There are also key pad overlays, which lay over the real key pad to steal the PIN info. Look for
anything out of the ordinary or damage to the machine or any odd looking cameras that can see the PIN pad.
Use ATMs that are well lit and monitored. It is good practice to cover the PIN pad with your hand when in-
putting your PIN. If you have an issue retrieving your card at the ATM, contact the Financial Institution of
the ATM or the credit union for help instead of walking away and leaving your card at the ATM.

Another fraudulent practice is affecting owner’s properties. In these schemes, a quit claim deed with a false
signature of the owner, and a possible unscrupulous notary accomplice, is recorded against the property.
Quick claim deeds are usually used to transfer property among family members, divorces, (where one spouse
is giving up their ownership), etc. But lately, Montgomery County is seeing more and more of these quit
claim deeds, and once the document to transfer property is recorded, the perpetrator tries to sell the property
right from under the rightful owner. Properties that are not owned locally or are vacant, or rentals or homes
up for sale, seem to be targeted. Members can opt in to Montgomery County’s Fraud Alert Notification Sys-
tem (FANS) to register their properties and be alerted if a mortgage, deed or lien is filed. Go to:
mcrecorder.org to register and to get more information.

Protect yourself and lookout for these scams. Call the credit union at 937-228-1614 if you need assistance.

Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000 . .
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government Main Office

338 S. Patterson Boulevard

Dayton, Ohio 45402 EQUAL HOUSING
(937) 228-1614 LENDER
Fax (937) 228-0068

H.A.L. 1-800-285-2947 Text (937) 228-7963

ey Dividends

Monday through Friday

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency

Lobby: 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. The dividend rate for the fourth quarter

Drive Up: 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. of 2023 was set at .20%. The annual

= EXCESS SHARE percentage yield (APY) is .20%.

I INSURANCE Monarch Branch Regular share accounts must have a

170 Monarch Lane balance of $50.00 or more to earn

Additional insurance of up to $250,000 Miamisburg, Ohio 45342 dividends. Your money earns dividends

on your savings accounts is provided (937) 228-1614 from the day of deposit to the day of
by Excess Share Insurance Corporation, Fax (937) 633-0116 withdrawal
alicensed insurance company. Monday through Friday '

Lobby: 7:00 a.m. - 4:00p.m.




